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KEMP
Laura

FAMILY MIS-FORTUNES

■ Follow Laura on twitter @laurajanekemp

Why this first taste
of pure boy love is
breakingmy heart

MY son has his first
proper best friend.
From the second
they met at

pre-school last month, they
clicked, bonding over Trans-
formers, Cars 2 and Ben 10.
Every morning, they run up to
one another, shouting the other’s
nameindelight, thentheycompare
their clothes and say, “Like your
T-shirt”.
At home time, theymight have a
hugorevenakiss;an
innocent, requited
devotion that
threatens my mas-
cara (if I’ve re-
membered to put it
on).
Coming round to
play after school re-
duces both boys to
an excited jig, just
like the one little
chaps perform when
they are bursting for
a wee but refuse to
admit it.
They even let the
other play with their
toys. For a bit. It is
boy love, pure and
simple.
And it’s breaking
my heart.
That tentative first
step towards per-
son-worship is a
beautiful thing. It
could last for the rest
of their lives – the
boys could go
throughprimaryand
secondary school to-
getherandknowone
another until they’re old
and grey.
But I fear it could end just as
quickly as it started.
How I wish I could save my son
from those moments in life, which
stab you not just in the back but in
the stomach too.
Allpartofgrowingup,yes; theart
of resilience is one of the most
important lessons going.
But what am I supposed to do?
Just sit there and watch and wait
until he comes home crying be-
causehe’s been rejected or bullied,
he’s lost a race, he’s lonely or he’s
scared?
Oh. Having consulted my mum,
she says that’s exactly what I have
to do. Let him learn by himself.
You mean, I don’t get to hold his
hand on the treacherous walk

through teenage angst, girlfriends,
work andmarriage?
And I have no right to ask about
his bowel movements, his fruit and
vegetable intake or if he’s changed
his sheets?
No, my mum sighed, rolling her
eyes and mouthing “stupid wo-
man” in my direction.
I don’t like to contradict her – she
doesn’t like it and then she beats
mearoundthebrainwithabrilliant
argument–butI’vehadathinkand

I’ve realisedSHE
ISWRONG.
She is the
mother of two
daughters, who
will eventually
open up if
something is
troubling them;
who will ring her
of their own free
will just for a
chat; and who
will happily dis-
cuss bodily func-
tions and emo-
tions ad
nauseam.
But I am the
mother of a son
andthatgivesme
the right to be
therewhether he
likes it or not.
He will not
turn to me like a
daughter would,
he will bottle it
up and try to get
off the phone as
quickly as pos-
sible.
I know all

aboutmothersand
sons – first, because I’ve witnessed
it first-hand with my husband and
hismum,andsecond, Ihave turned
to the dark side myself.
This puts me in dangerous in-
terfering territorybut that is how it
works. I’d say I’moncourse tobean
excellent mother-in-law.
And so, as my son is swept along
by this new emotion, of adoring a
human being who is not a blood
relative or aDisney creation, I have
decided to encourage it, stoke his
obsession and fan the flames of his
happiness.
Embrace the now, I say.
Because, as I’ve found out in life,
there’s little point fearing egg on
your face when you’ve probably
already got yolk on your top and
you’re the last to find out.

“He will not
turn to me
like a
daughter
would, he
will bottle
it up and
get off the
phone as
quickly as
possible

Rachel’s story*
Rachel Price’s son tells people he
isn’t adopted any more because a
judge told his new mum and dad
were legally his.
The Bridgend mum brims with
pride when she talks about
cheeky, happy 10-year-old son,
Rhys, she and her husband Jack
adopted when he was six.
“It took us two years to make the
decision to adopt, but once we got
in touch with St David’s the
process was actually really quick,”
explains Rachel.
“It was not an easy decision, but
the staff there made it so much
easier.
“In the May we had a three-day
training course at the beginning
which was so helpful, then we had
lots of application forms, like
police checks and health forms to
fill in over the summer.
“Then in the October we were

appointed a social worker and by
the start of the next year we had
our little boy.”
But Rachel admits their first
meeting was nerve wracking and
the first couple of months were
quite difficult.
“The day we went to meet our
son for the first time, I was
absolutely terrified,” she recounts.
“It just felt really strange meeting
the little boy who was going to be
with us for the rest of our lives.
And I was worried he wouldn’t like
us. I had been told so much about
him beforehand that I had already
started to bond with him, but what
if he didn’t like me?
“But we got there and he was so
excited about meeting us.
“It went so well that by the next
week he was living
with us.”
Rachel feels

that putting down boundaries right
from the start helped with the
settling in process.
“It was still a massive change for
us,” she says.
“About a week after he arrived I
just burst into tears one night
because I was so overwhelmed by
it all. It has been fantastic and he
is a normal, happy 10-year-old
boy. I think it is really sad that lots
of people only want to adopt little
babies. Our son was nearly seven
and people said he would be set in
his ways and it would be difficult.
But you would not believe the
number of people who come up to
me and say they can tell he is
mine because he has the same
mannerisms and lots say he is just
like me.”

■ Names changed to protect
children’s identity

Kevin’s story

Like any father Kevin Fitzpatrick
was proud when his 21-year-old
son graduated with a 2:1 degree in
the summer.
But Kevin had even more reason
than most for this pride.
When he adopted Gerry, his
elder brother Terry and younger
sister Sue nearly 20 years ago, life
could have been very different for
the children.
“My wife and I had decided to
adopt and we didn’t really like the
service we found at the local
authority, and then we found out
about St David’s,” explains Kevin,
who is wheelchair-bound.

“They were amazing from the
start. Like most couples starting
out we were looking for an infant,
but I was nearing the age of 40 at
the time and we didn’t want to go
through the whole process again,
so when we were told about two
brothers and a sister aged three,
four and six, we went for it.
“To say it was a shock to the
system was an understatement,
going from getting up on a Sunday
at your own time and reading the
newspapers to getting up at 6am
and having to play football.
“But it was a very nice culture
change.”

Kevin admits it hasn’t always
been easy, but with Gerry having
graduated and Terry and Sue both
at university, he is delighted with
their progress.
“They have all made incredible
achievements,” says Kevin, who
has been chairman of the charity’s
board of trustees for the past 10
years.
“You don’t adopt three damaged
children and not have challenges.
“It was months before the boys
even realised that Sue was their
sister and I would still say it is a
work in progress. But they have all
achieved so much.” .

Sam and his wife Heather
decided to look into adoption
after they were told they could
not have any more children.
Their daughter was five but
they didn’t want her to be an
only child.
After talking it over the
couple, from Roath, Cardiff,
decided to follow the adoption
route and got in touch with St
David’s Children Society.
After showing an interest they
were quickly sent on a course
and went through the
adoption process.

A year later they
became the proud
parents of a
13-month-
old girl.
“The
post
adoption
support
we
received
was
fantastic,”
says Sam.
“The
course was
excellent
too and
made

the whole process so much
easier. That was seven years
ago and it has been so
wonderful.”
It was so good that the couple
went on to adopt a second
child, a boy, four years ago
through the charity and they
can’t praise the help they
received enough.
“It has been an amazing
experience for us and our
family,” says Sam with pride in
his voice.
“When we first adopted our
daughter we were told that she
was way behind
developmentally and they said
that she would never catch up.
But two or three years later, she
had blossomed so much and
has totally caught up with her
other school friends. It just
shows how important it is for
children to have love, care and
security.
“It is not all about education.
“When we first considered
adoption I was concerned that
we couldn’t love a child as
much as we did our birth
daughter, who was a miracle
child too.
“But I was totally wrong. Once
we had been through the
adoption and bonded I felt there
was absolutely no difference,
they are my children and we are
their parents. It is fantastic.”
■ Names changed to protect
children’s identity

Every child should have a right to
the security of family life, but a lack
of adopters mean that one in every
four children up for adoption will
never know what it is
like to have a
loving mum and
dad. Cathy
Owen visited
a charity
trying to
make a
difference

THE quote from one
little girl says it all. “Hi,
my name is Eve. I have
been adopted. My mum

couldn’t look after me. Now I
have a new family and I am very
happy.”
Eve is just one of the thousands
ofchildrenwhohavebeenadopted
thanks to the staff at theStDavid’s
Children Society in Cardiff.
Establishednearly70yearsago,
it is the longest serving ad-
option agency in Wales
and has placed more
than2,000Welshchil-
dren for adoption.
Andithasabril-
liant record – in
the last 100 ad-
option place-
ments they

have a breakdown rate of just 3%,
the lowest breakdown rate of any
adoption agency in the UK.
Butoneof theirbiggestproblems
ishavingenoughcoupleswhowant
to adopt.
This year the staff
are hoping to organ-
ise 35 adoption
placements, which
will result in one in
everysevenchildren
placed for adoption
in Wales being
placed by the soci-
ety.
Chief Executive
Gerry Cooney is
passionate about
theirworkandisde-
termined to try and
dispel some of the myths that sur-
round adoption.
“The Human Rights Act rightly
emphasises the fact that every
child should have a right to the
security of family life,” says Gerry.
“Sadly one in every four children

available for adoption will never
achieve an adoption placement
primarily due to the fact that there
are insufficient adopters coming
forward to adopt them.
“Recent research found that

many people are
needlesslydisqualify-
ing themselves from
adoption simply be-
cause they don’t have
the full facts.
“It found that 32%
believed anyone over
40 was ruled out of
adoption.
“Others thought
you couldn’t adopt if
you were overweight,
single or were unem-
ployed. In reality ad-

opters, like children, come in all
different shapes and sizes and it is
only rarely that a single factor will
automatically exclude someone
from being considered suitable.”
■ For more information on ad-
opting call 029 2066 7007.

Samand Heather’s story*

■ Some of the
children who have
been successfully
adopted by St David's
Children Society

■ Gerry Cooney


